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By Kameel Stanley, Times Staff Writer  
In Print: Sunday, May 3, 2009  

Jason Ritchie knew what he wanted out 
of life by age 4. 

He woke up one day and told his parents 
he was going to play hockey. 

They told him to learn how to skate. 

When he came to them three years later 
and said he wanted to switch from 
forward to goalie, he had a plan for that, 
too. 

His mother worried about him being in 
the net and told him that if he was 
serious, he'd have to collect signatures 
from 25 friends who said he was good 
enough for the position. 

"Two days later he came home with 
those signatures," said Donna Ritchie. "If 
he put his mind to something, he went 
head on." 

Ritchie, 22, died early Friday morning. 
The St. Petersburg College student was 
heading east about 2:35 a.m. on U.S. 
301 near Doris Road when his car missed 
a curve and overturned, according to the 
Bradenton Herald. 
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He was on his way home from a late-
night league hockey game in Ellenton, 
his family said. 

"For Jason, hockey was a life metaphor," 
said his father, Bob Ritchie, owner of the 
Tampa-based American Integrity 
Insurance Group. 

In the rink, Ritchie learned teamwork. 
Learned how to conquer his fear. 
Learned how to shoulder the 
responsibility of knowing that his 
mistakes were the only ones that 
ultimately determined what went on the 
scoreboard.  

Those lessons stayed with him 
throughout life, his father said, even as 
he picked up other passions. Ritchie 
loved nature, music and writing. 

In March, he started a new job, at the 
St. Petersburg Times. 

As a telemarketing sales representative, 
Ritchie didn't mind making calls to 
people he'd never met, his family said. 

He had a plan. 

He wanted to work his way up to the 
sports department. 

And someday, he wanted to write about 
hockey. 

There will be a memorial for Ritchie at 
2:30 p.m. today at the Ellenton Ice and 
Sports Complex, 5309 29th St. E, 
Ellenton. 

Reach Kameel Stanley at kstanley@sptimes.com or (727) 893-8643. 
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Hockey - loving student killed in crash
By: Kameel Stanley, Times Staff Writer


